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INFORM INFORM

The last visit of the day was 
to Project Bond, a private 
residence in London where 
the challenge of creating a 
complex landscape alongside 
an extensive house 
renovation shows where 
Willerby stands out. It was 
hard to appreciate the 
complexities of the subterrain 
supporting structures, most 
of which had been backfilled 
by the time of our visit. 
Willerby’s ability to manage 
the project precisely, while 
adapting and reacting to 
issues involving other 
contractors, is the reason it is 
the most widely trusted UK 
landscape company.

In the afternoon, we travelled over to south-west London to the 
Royal Hospital Chelsea, where the current project involves 
resurfacing the whole of the front gravelled driveway with a 
cellular gravel system. Willerby also completed the restoration of 
the Royal Hospital’s South Terrace landscaped area. Agreement 
and planning permission was obtained to reinstate the South 
Terrace grounds’ original vista from the Royal Hospital towards 
the Thames. The reinstatement works included removing 
existing lawns, gravel paths, rose beds and perimeter shrubs, 
along with felling a number of trees in front of the terrace, and 
the demolition of the tennis hard court. Surface drainage and a 
complete irrigation system were also installed.

Next visit was an on-ground 
landscaping project – the 
completion of Cubitt Park 
following the removal of a temporary natural swimming pool, which had 
been a hit with the locals. This included intricate ground modelling, 
tree-planting and landscaping. We saw the employees’ many skillsets, 
from surveying to large excavation vehicle control, soil preparation to 
tree planting. We wandered through the 67 acre estate and 
experienced the complexities of maintaining a live central London site. 
The soft landscape jigsaw has been slowly pieced together over the 
last seven years by Willerby’s under Townshend Landscape Architects.

From here, we could see several other 
projects under construction by Willerby, 
and the next visit was to the Tapestry 
Building Roof Garden, designed by Dan 
Pearson Studio. It was easy to believe you 
were at ground level until a glimpse 
through a gap in the properties confirmed  
we were on the 8th floor! We learned 
about the complexities of roof projects: 
the challenges include strengthening the 
substructure to allow for soil, stone, water 
features and trees, regularly lifting 
materials, and having to share a lift with all 
the other contractors on the building.

We finished with a cup of coffee and a tour of 
Willerby’s new London office, a stone’s throw 
from London Bridge. The new office has been 
a natural progression, and was necessary to service the company’s client base in London. 

Thanks to all the team at Willerby Landscapes for the most educational day. As well as learning 
about the company, its processes and projects, we saw the dedication of the wider workforce, which 
helps to produce outstanding landscapes across London and the UK. 

Following John Melmoe’s challenge 
to take part in an interdisciplinary 
exchange, Jim and Lisa from Pro 
Landscaper were invited to take part 
in a day of site visits to find out 
about the projects the company 
delivers. Our exhausting day started 
with the regeneration project at 
Kings Cross, London NC1 

We sampled a typical day in the life of a 
landscape team, starting at 7am in Pancras 
Square, with a briefing on a roof garden project 
designed by Todd Longstaffe Gowan Landscape 
Design at King’s Cross. Health and safety 
manager Stuart Wright and site foreman Ozzie 
went through the day’s briefing, letting the team 
know what would be going on, whether any 
materials would be delivered, and the main aim 
for the day, as well as highlighting specific health 
and safety issues when working on a roof top.
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